The Nagas - Furniture and Artefacts

The Naga people spread across North-
East India and parts of Burma have
traditionally lived-in self-reliant village
settlements and have thus mastered crafts
such as wood working, weaving, metal-
working etc to provide for everyday objects
such as beds, mats, stools, wooden dishes
etc. These are more than just decorative
items or functional pieces—they’re a deep
dive into the tribal traditions of the Naga
people.

What makes Naga furniture truly special is
its minimalist approach. If you've ever
seen a traditional Naga bed, stool or chair,
you'’ll notice that it's often made from a
single block of wood, carefully carved to
create a sturdy and beautiful piece. The
earlier furniture pieces were also often
carved as the Nagas did not use nails to
join different wooden pieces together. The simplicity and gravity of these pieces is palpable.

The sculpted doors, carved poles and panels are dense with symbolism — the engraved
mithun horns, tigers, pythons, hornbill beaks, human-heads, monkeys made with basic tools
like the dao, axe, adze, and chisel all connect to their lived experiences. Naga style furniture
is massive in scale and form, but graphic in representation. The carved wooden designs are
not just artful and striking — they are steeped in meaning.

And it's not just the furniture that’s captivating—the artifacts are just as fascinating. Naga
artifacts, whether they are tools, weapons, or ritual items, are a huge part of the tribe’s
identity. The Naga people were known as fierce warriors, and this is reflected in the artifacts
they created. Spears, shields, and other traditional weaponry were not just tools for survival,
they were also symbols of bravery and
protection.

Another area where Naga craftsmanship shines
is in their textile work. Naga shawls are famous
for their bold, geometric patterns and vibrant
colours. But these shawls aren't just pretty to
look at. They carry deep cultural significance,
with different designs representing different
tribes and statuses. For example, certain shawls
were only worn by warriors or leaders, marking
their achievements and rank in society. When
you wrap yourself in one of these shawls, you'’re
not just wearing a piece of cloth—you’re wearing
a piece of Naga history and pride.

Wood carvings are another signature of Naga
artistry. From small figurines to larger, totem-like
sculptures, these carvings often depict animals,
ancestors, or deities that hold spiritual



significance. In traditional Naga homes, these carved figures weren’t just decorative; they
were believed to offer protection and connect the people to their ancestors. Placing one of
these carvings in your home can bring a sense of cultural richness and history to any space.
The wood carvings are often coloured in black, terracotta and white pigments derived from
natural sources; they proclaimed the status and power of the house owner or the village
itself.

Let’s not forget about the stunning beaded jewelry and ornaments.
The Naga people are known for their colourful and intricate
beadwork, which is used to make necklaces, armlets, and other
accessories. These aren't just fashion statements—they’re symbols
of status, tribe, and identity. The beadwork is often made from
stones, bones, and beads, with each piece telling a story about the
person who wears it. These beautiful, handcrafted items are still a
big part of Naga culture today, and owning one means carrying a
piece of their heritage with you.

What's amazing about Naga furniture and artifacts is that they
seamlessly blend tradition with sustainability. The materials used,
like bamboo and wood, are sourced locally and often in an
environmentally conscious way. In today’s world of mass-produced,
factory-made furniture, Naga pieces offer a refreshing alternative.
They have character, history, and carry a story—something that’s
hard to find in mainstream furniture.
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